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PREFACE. 


It  is  but  right  to  state  that  this  Discourse 
was  not  prepared  with  any  view  of  its  be- 
ing published,  but  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  the  benefit  of  Belmont  Street 
Congregation  ;  and  it  was  only  because 
a  unanimous  request  was  made  for  its 
publication  that  the  Author  consented. 
As  it  is,  he  leaves  it  as  a  memorial  of  his 
ministry,  and  with  an  earnest  desire  that 
the  people  among  whom  he  lived,  and  for 
whom  he  laboured  for  upwards  of  twelve 
years,  may  be  perfect  in  every  good  word 
and  work,  and  that  the  God  of  love  and 
of  peace  may  be  with  them. 


SERMON. 


2  Cor.  xiit.  11. 

"Filially,  brethren,  farewell.  Be  perfect,  be  of  good  comfort, 
be  of  one  mind,  live  in  peace  ;  and  the  God  of  love  and 
peace  shall  be  with  you." 


It  is  impossible  but  that  separations  take  place 
between  the  members  of  our  several  families, 
and  from  our  friends  and  acquaintances,  and 
brethren  in  Christ  Jesus,  with  whom  we 
walked  in  the  order  and  fellowship  of  the 
Gospel,  and  whom  we  loved  with  pure  hearts 
fervently.  I  do  not  refer,  in  this  statement, 
to  those  separations  which  death  is  continually 
forcing  upon  our  families,  but  rather  to  those 
partings  from  each  other  in  the  present  life 
which,  whatever  be  their  occasion  or  their 
cause,  or  the  motives  from  which  they  spring, 
are  changing  the  face  of  society  every  day. 

Now,  brethren,  there  would  seem  to  be 
something  in  the  human  heart  averse  to  these 
separations  in  the  first  place.   However  neces- 
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sary  they  may  seem  to  be,  and  however  de- 
sirable for  the  individuals  going  and  the  indi- 
viduals remaining  behind  —  the  separation 
itself  is  felt  to  be  an  evil,  and  we  had  much 
rather  it  had  not  taken  place ;  and  then,  in 
the  second  place,  it  appears  just  as  natural  to 
cherish  and  express,  at  such  a  time,  strong 
feelings  of  mutual  regard  for  our  mutual  wel- 
fare, and  earnest  desires  that  the  contemplated 
change  may  be  productive  of  all,  and  more 
than  all,  the  good  which  was  expected  from 
it,  alike  to  the  one  party  and  the  other. 

This  is  a  manifestation  of  the  working  of  the 
human  heart  which  has  generally  the  least 
mixture  of  alloy  in  it.  When  will  we  be  sin- 
cere ?  When  will  we  be  honest,  if  not  in 
such  circumstances  ?  When  will  the  heart 
speak  freely  and  fully,  and  altogether  unre- 
strained, if  not  then  ?  And  this  manifestation 
involves,  besides,  the  acknowledgment  of  some 
of  the  main  principles  of  natural  religion. 
Hence  it  is,  that  wherever  man  is  found,  and 
whatever  be  his  relative  position — nationally, 
ecclesiastically,  or  socially — there  is  as  the 
meeting  so  the  parting  salutation  ;  there  is, 
as  the  kind  welcome  and  the  joyful  greeting, 
when  friend  meets  friend,  after,  it  may  be,  a 


long  and  lamented  absence,  so  the  solemn  and 
sad,  but  sanguine,  farewell. 

Christianity,  as  it  is  the  religion  of  God,  so 
it  is  tho  religion  of  nature.  It  is  more — it  is 
the  religion  of  the  heart.  It  takes  hold  of  the 
head  certainly,  and  addresses  itself  to  man  as 
a  creature  endowed  with  intellect- — as  a  being 
who  can  think,  and  reason,  and  judge, — but  it 
takes  hold  of  the  head  that  it  may  get  hold  of 
the  heart,  and  that  it  may  work  there  its 
mighty  regenerating  transforming  process,  and 
not  cease  its  working  till  it  leave  him  a  perfect 
exemplar  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  excellence 
of  the  Author  of  his  existence,  whose  nature 
is,  as  His  name — Love.  Yes,  brethren,  Chris- 
tianity, taking  for  its  first  principles  the  first 
principles  of  the  religion  of  nature,  is,  after  all, 
the  religion  of  the  heart,  and  there  is  a  proof 
of  the  accuracy  of  this  observation  in  the  words 
of  the  text : — "  Finally,  brethren,  farewell ;  be 
perfect,  be  of  good  comfort,  be  of  one  mind, 
live  in  peace,  and  the  God  of  love  and  peace 
shall  be  with  you." 

In  the  sovereign  and  wise  orderings  of  the 
good  providence  of  God,  the  relationship  of 
minister  and  people,  which  has  subsisted  be- 
tween us  for  well  nigh  thirteen  years,  was 
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dissolved  by  solemn  Presbyterial  deed  a  few- 
days  ago  ;  and  now  there  remains  nothing  for 
me  to  do,  in  my  public  character  as  a  minister 
of  Christ,  but,  in  the  language  of  the  text,  to 
bid  you  "  Farewell."  No  passage  of  the  Word 
of  God  suits,  or  rather  meets,  our  present  con- 
dition so  fully  and  instructively  as  this  one  ; 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  bear  with  me  while  I 
attempt  to  direct  your  minds  to  the  injunctions 
in  the  text,  and  the  assurance  of  the  text. 

Be  perfect,  be  of  good  comfort,  be  of  one 
mind,  live  in  peace — these  are  the  injunc- 
tions in  the  text ; — and  the  God  of  love  and 
of  peace  shall  be  with  you — this  is  the  assur- 
ance of  the  text.  There  are,  first  of  all,  the 
injunctions  in  the  text,  and  you  perceive  they 
respect  attainment,  and  consolation,  and  una- 
nimity, and  affection.  Let  us  look  at  these  in 
their  order. 

I  shall  say  nothing  on  the  circumstances 
which  have  brought  me  to  this  point  of  my 
history  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  have 
laid  on  me  the  necessity  of  biding  you  farewell 
this  afternoon.  The  members  of  the  congre- 
gation generally,  as  well  as  those  who  re- 
gularly worshipped  with  us,  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  these  circumstances  already. 
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And  however  much  I  value  the  sympathy 
which,  by  the  presence  of  so  many  strangers 
among  us  to-day,  I  have  reason  to  believe  is 
cherished  toward  this  congregation  and  myself 
as  an  individual,  good  taste  and  right  feeling 
will  at  once  show  these  Christian  friends  that 
this  is  neither  the  time  nor  the  place  to  com- 
municate such  information  to  them.  Let  me 
say,  however,  once  for  all,  from  this  chair  of 
verity,  which  ought  never  to  be  desecrated  by 
any  the  least  approach  to  insincerity  or  finesse, 
that  the  step  I  have  taken  did  not  originate 
in  any  dissatisfaction,  or  grounds  of  dissatis- 
faction, which  I  had  with  this  congregation  or 
their  session.  In  saying  this,  perhaps,  I  say 
enough  ;  but  I  feel  constrained  to  add  that,  so 
far  from  having  any  such  grounds,  I  have  had 
the  best  reason  to  be  satisfied.  I  had  confi- 
dence in — I  was  happy  among  this  people, — I 
went  in  and  out  among  them  loving  and  be- 
loved. And  in  the  government  of  this  church, 
in  conj  unction  with  the  Eldership,  I  have  only 
met  with  enlightened  and  considerate  co-ope- 
ration and  regard.  And  now  that  I  have  done 
with  the  past,  let  me  address  you,  and  espe- 
cially the  Belmont  Street  congregation,  with  a 
direct  and  solemn  regard  to  the  future,  as 
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guided  by  the  injunctions  which  the  text 
contains  : — 

I. — And,  first  of  all,  aim  after  high  attain- 
ments in  religion.  The  Apostle  says,  "  be 
perfect." 

Brethren,  as  I  have  often  taught  you, 
Paul  was  a  large-hearted  man.  It  was  this 
which  led  him,  as  you  will  see  by  the  least 
attention  to  his  writings,  to  express  himself 
so  warmly  when  his  affections  were  engaged. 
His  heart  was  now  full,  and  the  workings  of 
his  heart  for  the  welfare  of  the  Church  at 
Corinth  led  him  to  express  himself  in  this 
large  style.  O  !  what  more  could  he  work, 
or  desire,  or  pray  for,  in  behalf  of  his  brethren 
in  this  Church  than  that  they  should  be  per- 
fect. 

Perfection  supposes  a  well  known  and  re- 
cognized standard  of  excellence  by  which  a 
man's  attainments  are  to  be  tested.  Indeed, 
we  cannot  conceive  of  perfection  at  all,  except 
with  direct  reference  to  some  such  standard 
of  appeal. 

Happily,  respecting  christian  perfection 
there  is  such  a  standard,  or  rather  I  should 
say,  there  are  various  standards,  all,  however, 
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resolveable  into  one — each  being  but  a  modi- 
fication of  the  other.  There  is  the  revealed 
character  of  the  Great  God  himself;  and 
there  is  the  Divine  law  ;  and  there  is,  in  fine, 
the  example  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  when 
for  us  men  and  our  salvation,  he  "  became 
flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us."  And  while,  as 
I  have  said,  these  are  various  in  their  nature 
as  standards  of  Christian  perfection,  they  are 
still  in  a  most  important  sense  the  same. 
Being  three,  they  are  one,  the  same  in  sub- 
stance, equal  in  fitness  and  in  glory. 

When  Paul,  therefore,  said  to  his  brethren 
at  Corinth,  be  perfect,  he  had  in  view  one  or 
other  of  these  standards  of  perfection.  And 
they  must  have  known  this,  otherwise  the 
injunction  would  have  been  altogether  inept. 
He  set  before  them  the  character  of  Jehovah 
— all  venerable  and  amiable — and  with  Christ 
he  said,  "  be  ye  therefore  perfect  even  as 
your**  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect."  He  set 
before  them  the  law  of  God,  holy,  and  just, 
and  good  ;  and  with  Christ  too  he  said,  if 
ye  would  be  perfect  and  enter  into  life,  keep 
the  commandments.  He  set  before  them  the 
example  of  the  Redeemer  himself,  which  was 
but  an  embodiment  of  the  perfection  of  the 
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law,  which  was  in  point  of  fact  the  law  in 
life,  the  letter  of  the  law,  living  and  moving 
among  men  who  were  under  it,  and  showing 
the  practicability  and  the  beauty  of  complete 
conformity  to  its  requirements,  and  he  said, 
let  this  mind  be  in  you  that  was  also  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  see  that  ye  walk  as  he  also  walked  ; 
put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  make  no  pro- 
vision for  the  flesh  to  fulfil  the  lusts  thereof. 

Is  such  an  injunction  as  this  proper  ?  Can 
it  be  complied  with  1  My  friends,  these  are 
questions  which  are  often  put  with  a  wrong 
end,  and  from  a  wrong  spirit.  I  believe  it, 
that  they  are  often  put  to  serve  as  a  sort  of 
excuse  for  spiritual  slothfulness,  and  to  hush 
the  charges  of  an  accusing  conscience.  Think 
you  that  Paul,  a  man  so  deeply  versed  in  the 
capabilities  of  human  nature,  who  was  withal 
inspired,  and  wrote  this  text  under  the  guid- 
ance of  Him  who  knew  what  was  in  man,  O 
think  you  would  he  give  an  impracticable 
injunction  ?  Besides,  to  whom  is  this  injunc- 
tion given  ? — To  Christians — to  believers  in 
Christ — to  regenerate  persons.  In  the  expe- 
rience of  this  Church,  the  great  and  precious 
promise  had  been  fulfilled — I  will  write  my 
laws  in  your  mind,  and  engrave  them  in  your 
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heart,  and  I  will  put  my  fear  in  your  heart 
that  ye  shall  not  depart  from  me — A  new 
heart  will  I  give  you,  and  a  right  spirit  will 
I  put  within  you.  And  then,  they  had  all 
means  and  appliances  for  helping  them  to  at- 
tain to  this  perfection — internal  means,  and 
external  means  as  well ;  and  with  these  con- 
siderations before  his  mind,  the  Apostle  was 
conscious  that  he  was  bidding  the  Church 
at  Corinth  to  attempt  nothing  unreasonable, 
when  he  said,  "  be  perfect." 

O,  but  perfection  is  unattainable  in  the 
present  life,  say  many.  Now  grant  this — ad- 
mit it  to  be  the  fact,  and  what  then  ?  Surely 
the  more  is  the  pity.  There  is  no  natural 
impossibility  standing  in  the  way  of  reaching 
this  perfection.  There  is  no  gracious  arrange- 
ment that  I  know  of  preventing  it,  and  if  we 
never  saw  a  perfect  saint  in  this  life,  and 
probably  never  will — 0  !  this  is  not  to  be 
traced  to  the  nature  of  the  case  itself,  no,  in 
no  wise,  and  should  only  stimulate  all  of  us 
to  aim  after  it  more  perseveringly  than  ever. 

As  Paul  said  to  the  Corinthian  church, 
then  so  say  I  now  to  you — be  perfect.  Look 
well  to  the  standard  of  Christian  perfection, 
especially  as  you  have  it  in  the  example  of 
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the  blessed  Redeemer,  Probably  there  is 
something  too  transcendental  in  the  bare  view 
of  the  character  of  Jehovah  for  most  of  us  to 
contemplate  easily  or  imitate  cordially ;  and 
who  does  not  know,  who  knows  anything  of 
the  workings  of  the  human  heart,  that  the 
glory  of  the  holiness  of  the  divine  law  has 
something  terrible  about  it,  when  contem- 
plated in  its  naked,  stern,  simple  grandeur,  and 
we  often  put  the  question  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling to  our  own  minds — What  !  must  I  be  a 
reflection  of  all  this  moral  and  spiritual  glory 
before  I  reach  or  be  ready  for  heaven  ?  But, 
0,  the  charm  that  hovers  continually  around 
the  example  of  Christ !  How  full  of  nature ! 
How  full  of  grace!  How  suitable  a  directory 
to  all  and  every  one  in  whom  the  Spirit  of 
God  dwells !  How  easily  copied  by  the  hum- 
ble and  devoted  disciple,  who  aims  at  con- 
formity to  his  Lord  and  Master !  Let  your 
new  nature  work.  Let  grace  get  fair  play. 
Let  there  be  an  honest  use  made  of  your  re- 
sources and  your  privileges,  and  with  the  ex- 
ample of  Christ  before  you,  as  the  standard  of 
character,  O,  it  will  come  to  pass  that  each  in 
his  own  place  will  just  be  the  counterpart  of 
the  blessed  Saviour.    The  Christian  servant 
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and  the  Christian  master,  the  Christian  child 
and  the  Christian  parent,  the  Christian  work- 
man and  the  Christian  merchant,  the  poor, 
the  rich,  will,  in  this  order,  so  reflect  the  ex- 
cellences of  Christ  himself,  that  men  will  take 
knowledge  of  yon  that  you  have  been  with 
Jesus. 

II. — Avail  yourselves  of  the  sources  of 
christian  consolation  ; — says  the  apostle,  "  be 
of  good  comfort."  This  injunction  implies  that 
they  had  been,  or  were,  perhaps,  even  now  in 
grief,  and  in  grief,  too,  in  their  united  capa- 
city as  a  Christian  church.  It  is  certain, 
among  other  things,  that  as  a  Church  they 
were  all  but  overwhelmed  with  sorrow,  be- 
cause of  their  unfaithfulness  in  the  exercise  of 
christian  discipline  on  an  offending  Christian 
brother.  The  apostle  had  convicted  them  of 
great  laxity  in  this  respect.  He  had  sharply 
reproved  them,  and  had  enjoined  them,  in 
virtue  of  his  high  authority,  to  put  away  from 
among  them  that  wicked  person.  That  you 
may  see  this  is  the  case,  you  have  but  to  read 
the  following  passage  from  the  seventh  chap- 
ter of  this  same  Epistle : — "  For  though  I 
made  you  sorry  with  a  letter,  I  do  not  repent, 
though  I  did  repent ;  for  I  perceive  that  the 
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same  epistle  hath  made  you  sorry,  though  it 
were  but  for  a  season.  Now  I  rejoice,  not 
that  ye  were  made  sorry,  but  that  ye  sorrowed 
to  repentance ;  for  ye  were  made  sorry  after 
a  godly  manner,  that  ye  might  receive  dam- 
age by  us  in  nothing.  For  godly  sorrow 
worketh  repentance  to  salvation  not  to  be  re- 
pented of,  but  the  sorrow  of  the  world  worketh 
death." 

There  were,  we  may  be  sure,  other  causes 
of  grief  also  at  work  in  the  Church,  some  of 
them  of  a  more,  and  others  of  them  of  a  less, 
private  nature.  For  in  any  considerable  body 
of  men  and  women,  united  together  by  any 
tie,  there  cannot  but  be  trouble  and  affliction. 
"  In  the  world,"  said  Christ  to  his  disciples, 
"  ye  shall  have  tribulation."  Now,  brethren, 
while  we  cannot  tell  with  precise  accuracy 
whether  the  Apostle  had  any  direct  reference 
to  the  public  cause  of  sorrow  which  I  have 
just  specified,  you  will  at  once  see  the  pro- 
priety and  the  benignity  of  the  injunction — 
"  be  of  good  comfort." 

Though  no  affliction  for  the  present  be 
joyous  but  grievous,  still  there  are  not  only 
alleviations  but  positive  comforts  within  the 
reach  of  the  Christian  man  and  of  the  Chris- 
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tian  church,  which  warrants  such  an  injunc- 
tion as  this  being  given.  Besides,  there  is  a 
strong  tendency  in  us  to  shut  our  eyes  and 
steel  our  hearts  against  our  comforts  in  afflic- 
tion. We  magnify  our  distresses ;  we  think 
that  some  other  affliction  has  befallen  us  than 
that  which  is  common  to  man ;  and  we  too 
frequently  give  way  to  despondency,  and  fool- 
ishly, as  well  as  wickedly,  say,  "all  these 
things  are  against  me."  And,  in  addition  to 
all  this,  there  is  the  end  of  affliction,  or  rather 
the  end  of  the  Lord  in  permitting  or  in  send- 
ing it.  It  is  to  make  us  as  Christians  and  as 
a  Christian  church  better — both  holier  and 
happier.  Think,  brethren,  what  it  would  be 
to  have  no  affliction.  In  such  a  state  as  the 
present — a  state  of  discipline — a  state  of  pre- 
paration— a  state  in  which,  as  we  pass  through 
it,  we  are  perpetually  leaving  more  and  more 
of  our  dross  behind  us,  even  as  the  fire  puri- 
fies the  gold.  Think  what  it  would  be  if  in 
such  a  state  as  this  we  had  no  affliction.  I 
say  nothing  of  the  causes  nor  of  the  sources  of 
sorrow,  but  O,  the  end,  the  blessed  end,  such 
sorrow  is  designed  to  serve.  If  we  be  with- 
out chastisement,  whereof  all  are  partakers, 
then  are  we  bastards  and  not  sons.     If  we 


receive  chastisement,  God  dealeth  with  us  as 
with  children,  for  what  son  is  he  whom  the 
Father  chasteneth  not.  On  all  these  grounds 
then,  it  was  alike  suitable  and  kind  in  the 
Apostle  to  say— "  be  of  good  comfort." 

And  so  say  I  now  to  you,  "  be  of  good 
comfort."  There  are  some  of  you,  as  indi- 
viduals and  as  families,  who  need  comfort  to- 
day, and  you  have  come  to  the  sanctuary  to 
obtain  it.  To  some  of  you  the  waters  of  a 
bitter  cup  have  been  mingled,  and  you  have 
felt  yourselves  obliged  to  drain  the  cup  to  the 
bottom.  But  there  is  comfort,  even  in  the  act 
of  drinking  such  a  cup,  in  the  exercise  of  lofty 
resignation ;  yes,  even  as  Christ  had  comfort 
when  he  said — a  the  cup  which  my  Father 
hath  given  me  to  drink,  shall  I  not  drink  it  V9 
Is  it  not  my  Father  who  has  put  it  into  my 
hands  ? — so  many  a  Christian  has  felt — so 
have  you  felt,  that  there  is  comfort  in  suffer- 
ing— that  you  can  rejoice  in  tribulation  also  ; 
and  then  you  will  comfort  yourselves  with  the 
positive  and  suitable  consolations  with  which 
you  have  been  supplied ;  especially  those  of 
you  who  are  mourning  sore  bereavement. 
Were  it  not  for  this  Gospel,  O,  death  had 
been  a  doleful  thing  in  itself,  and,  in  reference 
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to  the  future  beyond  it,  we  had  either  been 
sceptics  or  destitute  of  hope.  But  I  know  it, 
you  are  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  :  your 
dead  husband,  your  dead  wife,  your  mother, 
your  child,  now  in  the  dark  dwellings  of  the 
tomb,  have  died  in  the  Lord.  They  are  now 
with  Christ,  which  is  far  better.  And  their 
bodies  being  still  united  to  Christ  are  resting 
in  their  graves  till  the  resurrection  ;  and  thy 
dead  shall  live,  Christian.  So  speaks  Christ 
to  thee — "  together  with  my  dead  body  shall 
they  arise ;  awake  and  sing  ye  that  dwell  in 
dust,  for  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  herbs,  and 
the  earth  shall  cast  out  the  dead," — 64  it  shall 
no  more  cover  her  slain/' 

But  this  day  you  have  sorrow  upon  sor- 
row. Because  I  am  about  to  leave  you,  sor- 
row hath  filled  your  hearts.  I  cannot  trust 
myself  to  say  more  on  this  matter,  but  you 
ought  to  remember,  and  you  will  remember, 
that  even  in  this  case  you  have  abundant 
consolation,  aud  good  hope  through  grace. 
Though  soon,  as  you  know,  all  ye  among 
whom  I  have  gone  preaching  the  Gospel  of  the 
kingdom  of  God,  shall  see  my  face  no  more, 
the  promise  remains  sure — "  Where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there 
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am  I  in  the  midst  of  them,"  Though  I  shall 
no  more  teach  you  publicly,  and  from  house 
to  house,  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith 
toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  testifying  of 
these  all-important  matters  to  young  and  old, 
to  saint  and  sinner  alike,  the  fact  remains, 
that  Christ  walks  in  the  midst  of  the  seven 
golden  candlesticks,  as  well  as  holds  the  stars 
in  his  right  hand.  Though  you  are  now 
without  a  minister  to  labour  among  you  in 
word  and  doctrine,  and  to  go  out  and  in 
among  you  as  your  servant  in  the  Gospel  for 
Jesus'  sake,  O,  it  is  something, — it  is  much, 
— nay,  it  is  everything  for  you  to  lift  up  your 
eyes  to  the  mediatorial  throne,  and  to  listen  to 
the  gracious  words  which  proceed  out  of  the 
mouth  of  Him  who  sits  on  it — "  I  will  give 
you  pastors  according  to  mine  heart,  who  will 
feed  you  with  knowledge  and  understanding. " 
Ministers  are  his  gift  to  the  Church,  and  this 
is  your  comfort ;  nor  will  he  refuse  the  gift, 
ay,  and  the  gift  suited  to  the  position  and 
circumstances  of  his  destitute  people,  if  they 
honour  Him  in  his  official  character  as  the 
great  Master  of  assemblies.  Having  these 
promises  and  assurances,  dearly  beloved, 
having  these  facts  on  which  to  found — shall 
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I  say  it,  these  wells  of  salvation,  out  of  which 
you  may  draw  most  copiously  water  with  joy, 
can  I  do  less  than  say  to  you  what  Paul 
said  to  his  brethren  at  Corinth,  "  be  of  good 
comfort."  Besides,  you  ought  to  comply  with 
this  injunction  the  more  especially,  when  you 
reflect  how  our  mutual  relationship,  as  min- 
ister and  people,  has  been  sustained  during 
the  entire  period  of  its  existence  up  to  the 
moment  when  it  terminated.  I  do  not  boast 
of  myself,  nor  of  you,  out  of  measure,  I  do 
not  at  all,  when  I  say  that  we  have  walked 
together  in  love;  and  no  man  shall  make 
this  my  boasting  void.  You  will  comfort 
yourselves  therefore, — ay,  comfort  yourselves 
against  grief  on  every  side,  and  show  that 
faith  in  the  Divine  promise  and  submission 
to  the  Divine  will  conspire  not  only  to  impart 
but  to  fill  the  soul  with  peace  and  joy. 

III. — Endeavour  after  unanimity  in  religi- 
ous sentiment  and  opinion.  Says  the  Apostle, 
"  be  of  one  mind." 

There  was  great  need  for  tendering  this 
injunction  to  the  Church  at  Corinth,  for  mark 
what  Paul  himself  says  in  the  beginning  of  his 
first  Epistle  to  this  Church — "  It  hath  been 
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declared  unto  me  of  you,  brethren,  by  them 
which  are  of  the  house  of  Chloe,  that  there  are 
contentions  among  you.  Now  this  I  say,  that 
every  one  of  you  saith,  I  am  of  Paul  ;  and  I 
of  Apollos  ;  and  I  of  Cephas  ;  and  I  of  Christ." 
"  For  ye  are  yet  carnal,"  says  he  again  :  "  for 
whereas  there  are  among  you  envyings  and 
strifes,  and  divisions,  are  ye  not  carnal,  and 
walk  as  men  ?  For  while  one  saith,  I  am  of 
Paul ;  and  another,  I  am  of  Apollos ;  are  ye 
not  carnal  ?  Who  then  is  Paul,  and  who  is 
Apollos,  but  ministers  by  whom  ye  believed, 
even  as  the  Lord  gave  to  every  man  V 

These  quotations  show  the  eminent  need 
there  was  for  giving  the  injunction  in  the  text. 
Yes,  brethren,  and  Paul  felt  this  necessity  to 
be  strong  and  urgent,  as  is  plain  from  the  fact 
that  he  expends  so  great  a  part  of  the  first 
Epistle  to  this  Church  in  exposing  the  folly 
and  criminality  of  a  factious  spirit,  and  from 
his  former  injunctions  of  a  similar  nature,  ten- 
dered with  the  greatest  possible  earnestness 
and  solemnity,  "  Now  I  beseech  you,  brethren, 
by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
ye  all  speak  the  same  thing,  and  that  there  be 
no  divisions  among  you,  but  that  ye  be  per- 
fectly joined  together  in  the  same  mind  and  in 
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the  same  judgment."  And  as  Paul  said  to  the 
Corinthians,  so  say  I  now  to  you,  "  Be  of  one 
mind."  I  think  myself  happy  this  clay  that  I 
am  able  to  say,  in  so  public  and  solemn  a 
manner,  that  I  have  far  less  occasion  to  lay 
this  injunction  on  you  than  the  Apostle  had  to 
lay  it  on  the  Church  at  Corinth.  I  believe, 
that  taking  Divine  truth  as  set  forth  in  our 
symbolical  books,  and  on  such  a  point  as  this 
it  would  be  sheer  folly  not  to  advert  to  the 
symbolical  books  of  the  Church,  for  every 
Church  must  necessarily  have  its  symbols, 
even  as  society  cannot  exist  without  some  ac- 
knowledged principles  and  rules  : — I  repeat 
it,  that  I  believe,  taking  Divine  truth  as  set 
forth  in  our  symbolical  books,  you  are,  as  far 
as  can  be  ascertained,  of  one  mind.  On  this 
point  I  can  speak  with  some  measure  of  confi- 
dence, and  I  rejoice  the  more  in  this  confidence 
now  that  we  are  no  longer  standing  in  the 
relation  to  each  other  of  minister  and  people. 

In  -the  sovereign  and  wise  arrangements  of 
the  Great  Head,  shaking  times  have  of  late 
passed  over  our  Church  —  more  than  have 
passed  over  any  other  Church  in  Christendom. 
Controversy,  not  on  mere  ecclesiastical  polity 
and  government — which  certainly,  in  its  own 
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place,  is  not  unimportant,  and  sometimes  is 
necessary — but  on  the  very  foundations  of  our 
faith,  agitated  our  Church  to  its  centre  ;  yes, 
and  men's  minds  were,  on  account  of  it,  failing 
them  for  fear.  But  in  answer,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  to  the  prayers  of  the  Church — the 
gloom  dispersed — the  storm  was  hushed — mis- 
understanding was  explained — -jealousy  was 
removed — the  integrity  of  the  body  ecclesias- 
tical was  maintained — and  the  light  of  the 
truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  now  burns  more  purely 
and  brilliantly  than  ever.  To  God  be  all  the 
glory ! 

It  was  not  to  be  expected,  however,  that 
no  evil  results  would  follow  so  terrible  a  crisis 
as  that  through  which  we  passed.  The  storm 
— the  wild  tornado  may  sweep  the  air  clean 
of  foul  and  pestilential  vapour,  but  it  leaves 
many  a  wreck  behind.  There  were  some  who 
went  out  from  us,  because  they  were  not  of 
us,  and  who  by  their  conduct  since  that  period, 
have  unsettled  the  faith  of  many.  Even  in 
our  own  city,  if  report  speaks  correctly,  the 
efforts  of  this  party  to  establish  themselves 
among  us  have  been  followed  by  no  small 
measure  of  apparent  success  :  we  judge  no 
man,  to  his  own  master  he  standeth  or  falleth. 
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It  is  alike  the  dictate  of  common  sense,  of 
sound  protestantism,  and  of  the  blessed  Bible, 
"  Let  every  man  be  fully  persuaded  in  his 
own  mind,"  and,  therefore,  while  we  must 
condemn  what  we  believe  to  be  erroneous  in 
doctrine,  and  while  we  pity  those  who,  in  our 
opinion,  adopt  pernicious  and  deadly  tenets, 
we  will  remember  Him  who  has  said,  "  who 
art  thou  O  man  that  judgest  another  V 

That  there  have  been  defections  from  the 
faith  of  the  things  which,  blessed  be  God, 
are  most  surely  believed  among  us,  is,  I  sup- 
pose, largely  consistent  with  fact.  I  know 
nothing  certainly  with  regard  to  our  sister 
congregations  in  the  city  on  this  point,  or 
with  regard  to  the  various  other  evangelical 
churches  around  you,  and  most  assuredly  I 
have  no  wish  to  learn,  but  it  is  due  to  your 
enlightenment  and  steadfastness,  to  your  sound 
sense,  and  your  intelligent  faith,  to  declare 
this  day,  that,  on  these  vital  and  essential 
doctrines  of  our  holy  religion  you  have  shown 
that  you  are  satisfied  with  the  creed  and  with 
thei:eaching  of  this  church.  To  speak  com- 
mercially, the  membership  of  this  congregation 
has  sustained  a  loss  of  something  less  than 
one  per  cent.,  only  two  individuals  having 
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left  us  on  the  ground  of  a  conscientious  change 
of  opinion,  and  even  of  this  there  is  some 
doubt.  Brethren,  this  is  a  cheering  fact.  It 
is  creditable  for  the  past — -it  is  hopeful  for  the 
future.  I  take  it  as  an  evidence  that  the  spirit 
of  wisdom  and  of  power,  and  of  a  sound  mind, 
has,  in  some  measure,  attended  the  ministra- 
tion of  the  Gospel  among  you,  and  as  a  gua- 
rantee that  you  will  continue  grounded  and 
settled  in  the  faith,  and  not  allow  yourselves 
to  be  turned  aside  by  every  wind  of  doctrine, 
by  the  sleight  of  men,  or  by  partial  and  plau- 
sible exhibitions  of  the  glorious  Gospel.  Con- 
tinue, then,  to  be  of  one  mind ;  and  while  I 
lay  this  injunction  upon  you,  do  not  suppose 
that  I  wish  in  any  respect  to  fetter  your  judg- 
ment or  coerce  your  conscience.  Continue  to 
be  of  one  mind ;  but  do  not  imagine  that  I 
wish  to  tie  you  down  to  the  use  of  a  bald 
phraseology,  or  of  a  scholastic  creed,  set  forth 
in  the  uncouth  terms  of  an  antiquated  divinity. 
Continue  to  be  of  one  mind  ;  but  O  beware  of 
a  formal,  cold,  barren  orthodoxy.  Remember 
what  I  said,  that  Christianity  is  the  religion 
of  the  heart.  Continue  to  be  of  one  mind  ; 
and  while  you  yield  to  our  subordinate  stand- 
ards the  reverence  which  belongs  to  them,  as 
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the  best  exponents  of  divine  truth  known  to 
exist,  remember  they  are  subordinate  after  all. 
Keep  your  Confession  of  Faith  and  Catechism  ; 
study  them  alike  for  their  sound  philosophy 
and  their  sounder  faith.  Let  there  be  a  re- 
vival among  you  of  the  spirit  of  your  godly 
ancestry  in  this  congregation  in  this  respect. 
Such  study  will  be  its  own  reward,  and  make 
you  scribes  well  instructed  in  the  law  of  the 
Lord ;  but  O,  keep  the  Bible  above  the  Con- 
fession and  the  Catechism,  and  follow  the 
latter  no  farther  then  they  follow  the  former. 

IV. — I  have  now  only  to  say,  in  the  last 
place,  that  you  must  aim  after  a  large  measure 
of  the  spirit  of  the  brotherhood.  Says  Paul, 
"  live  in  peace/' — that  is  plainly,  live  in  peace 
with  each  other. 

There  was  great  need  too  for  laying  this 
injunction  upon  the  Corinthian  Church.  Be- 
cause of  their  divisions  of  sentiment,  there 
were  bitterness  of  heart,  angry  contentions, 
and  strife  of  tongues.  Religious  animosity  is 
the  keenest  of  all  animosity,  and  O,  need  I  say 
it,  that  religious  quarrelling  is  the  most  un- 
seemly of  all  quarrelling ;  and  the  passages  I 
have  already  quoted  from  this  and  the  first 
epistle  prove  that  these  divisions  and  conten- 
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tions  wrung  the  manly  and  tender  heart  of 
the  Apostle  with  keenest  sorrow.  He  had 
cause  to  be  angry,  and  he  did  well  to  be  angry, 
because  the  discordant  din  of  angry  contro- 
versy had  dried  up  what  little  measure  of 
brotherly  love  was  cherished  among  them,  and 
had  chased  away  the  angel  of  peace  to  her 
native  heaven.  But  it  was  more  in  sorrow 
than  in  anger  that,  at  the  close  of  this  epistle, 
he  felt  it  necessary  to  say  unto  them  "  live  in 
peace."  And  what  he  said  to  his  brethren,  so 
say  I  now  unto  you,  and  I  lay  this  injunction 
upon  you,  not  because  I  stand  in  doubt  of 
you — no,  certainly  ;  ye  have,  I  trust,  been 
taught  of  God  to  love  alike  the  truth  and  the 
peace.  By  the  teaching  of  His  good  Spirit 
you  are  of  one  mind,  and  you  have  for  the 
last  eight  years  felt  individually  even  as  you 
have  manifested  it,  in  all  your  congregational 
actings,  that  the  fruit  of  righteousness  is 
peace,  and  the  effect  of  righteousness  quietness 
and  assurance  for  ever.  But  I  beseech  you, 
brethren,  that  ye  abound  in  this  grace  more 
and  more.  Let  it  be  that  ye  live  at  peace 
among  yourselves,  and  for  this  purpose  culti- 
vate a  humble  spirit.  Love  the  brotherhood. 
Let  none  think  of  themselves  more  highly 
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than  they  ought  to  think,  but  let  each  esteem 
his  brother  or  his  sister  better  than  himself. 
Act  in  this  way,  as  members  of  the  same 
spiritual  body,  and  peace  with  her  benignant 
smile  will  shed  a  calm  and  a  placid  light  over 
your  heart  and  your  assembly,  and  you  will 
find  how  good  and  how  pleasant  a  thing  it  is 
for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity. 

Such  are  the  injunctions  in  the  text.  Let 
us  now  look  at  the  assurance  of  the  text — 
"  Be  perfect,  be  of  good  comfort,  be  of  one 
mind,  live  in  peace  ;  and  the  God  of  love  and 
peace  shall  be  with  you." 

On  this  part  of  the  subject,  however,  I 
can  now  merely  indicate  what  otherwise  might 
have  been  largely  illustrated.  God  has  chosen 
Zion  for  his  habitation.  He  has  said,  u  this 
is  my  rest  for  ever,  here  will  I  dwell,  for  I 
have  desired  it."  The  Apostle,  therefore,  but 
asserts  in  the  text  what  God  himself  had  gra- 
ciously promised.  But  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
there  is  something,  nay,  much  more  than  this, 
embodied  in  this  assurance.  You  perceive 
how  the  Apostle  speaks  of  the  Most  High  as 
the  God  of  Zion.  He  designates  him  the  God 
of  love,  and  of  peace  ;  and  what  more  amiable 
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and  attractive  views  can  be  given  of  the  God 
of  salvation.  They  are  infinitely  lovely  and 
excellent.  But  it  would  seem  when  Paul  de- 
clares the  God  of  love  and  of  peace  shall  be 
with  you,  he  means  to  teach  that  he  will  de- 
light in  a  Church  so  distinguished,  so  like 
himself.  A  perfect,  happy,  united,  affec- 
tionate, harmonious  society  is,  in  every  way, 
a  society  after  his  own  heart :  and  dwelling 
in  His  Church  generally,  O  he  will,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  complacency  and  satisfaction, 
delight  to  abide  with  such  a  people,  and  bless 
them  with  the  tokens  of  his  love,  as  the  God 
of  Zion,  and  the  God  of  salvation.  "  The  God 
of  love  and  peace  shall  be  with  you :"  and, 
brethren,  is  not  this  an  advantage  worth  the 
seeking  ?  Is  not  this  a  privilege  worth  the  en- 
joying ?  What  is  a  Church  without  the  pre- 
sence of  God  ?  Like  an  un walled  vineyard ; 
like  an  unprotected  citadel.  And  be  sure  of  it, 
that  there  is  no  more  likely  method  of  driving 
away  and  of  keeping  away  your  God  and 
Saviour  than  by  being  slothful  and  unhappily 
disunited  and  distracted.  How  can  He  dwell 
— He,  the  God  of  love  and  peace,  amid  the 
discordant  din  of  angry  controversy,  or  where 
Christians  are  biting  and  devouring  one  an- 


other?  And  then,  what  is  a  Church  with 
the  presence  of  God  ?  I  will  tell  you  in  the 
words  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth.  "  I 
will  be  a  wall  of  fire  round  about  Jerusalem, 
and  the  glory  in  the  midst  of  her."  Cultivate 
peace,  unity,  spiritual  joy,  and  thankfulness. 
Aim,  in  a  word,  after  spiritual  perfection ;  and 
God  dwelling  among  you,  as  he  does  among 
the  people  whom  he  loves,  you  will  be  safe, 
settled,  satisfied  with  all  spiritual  good.  The 
beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  will  be  upon  you. 
He  will  establish  the  work  of  your  hands,  yea 
the  work  of  your  hands  he  will  establish. 

And  now,  brethren,  before  I  close,  let  me 
say  a  word  or  two  to  those  who  are  with  us 
but  not  of  us — to  those  who  have  as  yet  not 
even  a  name,  or  but  a  name  as  Christians,  and 
who  are  morally  and  spiritually  far  off  from 
God,  and  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.  O,  it 
is  a  very  solemn  thing  that  you  have  a  dis- 
pensation of  the  gospel.  It  is  a  more  solemn 
thing  still,  that  you  sit  under  that  dispensation, 
and  fail  to  accept  of  the  mercy  which  it  brings, 
or  rejoice  in  the  blessings  which  follow  in  its 
train.  Remember  that  your  position  increases 
your  obligation  and  enlarges  your  responsibi- 
lity. This  gospel  cannot  leave  men  as  it  finds 


34 


them.  God  himself  cannot  come  to  you  with 
an  offer  of  salvation  in  the  gospel,  and,  pro- 
vided you  refuse,  depart  as  he  came  ;  no  !  and 
if  you  refuse  to  be  saved,  if  you  continue 
recusant  and  hard-hearted,  he  will  swear  in 
his  wrath  —  Let  those  men  alone,  and  let 
them  perish  in  their  own  corruption.  Be 
ye  sure  of  this,  that  the  kingdom  of  God 
has  come  nigh  unto  you,  and  woe  shall  be  to 
you — weeping  and  wailing  and  gnashing  of 
teeth  for  ever — if  there  shall  come  from  the 
east,  and  the  west,  and  the  north,  and  the 
south,  and  shall  sit  down  in  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  you  the  children  of  the  kingdom  be 
shut  out.  O,  with  my  last  words  let  me  en- 
treat you  not  to  receive  this  grace  of  God  in 
vain.  Let  the  openly  ungodly  be  entreated, 
let  the  hidden  hypocrite  be  entreated,  let  the 
low-minded  worldling  be  entreated,  let  the  in- 
corrigible backslider  be  entreated,  let  every 
man  and  woman  among  you,  who  has  not  as 
yet  fled  to  Christ,  be  entreated,  with  this  my 
last  word,  to  hear,  and  believe,  and  obey,  and 
be  saved. 

And  now  brethren  and  sisters  and  friends 
in  Christ — farewell.  Ye  young  of  the  flock, 
fou  have  my  wishes  and  my  prayers,  and  let 
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not  my  hopes  of  you  be  frustrated.  Ye  aged 
of  the  flock,  who  were  long  in  Christ  before 
me,  you  have  my  tenderest  sympathies,  and 
my  veneration  and  regard.  O,  being  in  the 
house  of  God  like  green  olives,  let  it  be  yours 
to  sing,  as  we  have  so  often  sung,  and  so 
sweetly,  here — • 

«'  And  in  old  age  when  others  fade, 

They  fruit  still  forth  shall  bring  ; 
They  shall  be  fat,  and  full  of  sap, 

And  aye  be  flourishing  ; 
To  shew  that  upright  is  the  Lord : 

He  is  a  rock  to  me  ; 
And  he  from  all  unrighteousness 

Is  altogether  free," 

Ye  active  of  the  flock,  who,  in  things  sacred 
and  civil  alike,  are  bearing  the  burden  and 
heat  of  the  day,  I  was  willing,  as  ye  know,  to 
labour  with  you  and  for  you.  I  am  sure  you 
will  think  on  him  who  has  tried  to  regulate 
your  activities  by  high  Christian  principle, 
and  powerful  Christian  motive.  My  venerated 
and  beloved  brethren  in  the  eldership,  whom  I 
leave  with  so  keen  regret,  as  a  band  of  men 
whose  hearts  the  Lord  has  touched,  and  on 
whose  equal,  take  you  all  in  all,  I  may  not 
look  again  on  earth.    Let  me  hope  that  here- 
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after,  as  heretofore,  and  much  more  decidedly, 
you  will  be  ensamples  to  this  flock  over  whom 
the  Holy  Ghost  hath  made  you  overseers,  and 
to  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  city.  By 
pureness,  by  knowledge,  by  long-suffering, 
by  kindness,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  love 
unfeigned,  by  the  word  of  truth,  by  the 
power  of  God,  by  the  armour  of  righteous- 
ness on  the  right  hand  and  the  left ;  by  these 
and  all  similar  means,  let  it  be  your  constant 
endeavour  to  edify  the  Church  and  adorn  the 
doctrine  of  God  your  Saviour  ;  and  when  the 
Chief  Shepherd  shall  appear,  ye  shall  receive 
the  crown  of  righteousness  that  fadeth  not 
away.  The  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you. 
The  Lord  cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  you, 
and  be  gracious  unto  you.  The  Lord  lift  up 
the  light  of  his  countenance  upon  you,  and 
give  you  peace.  And  may  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love  of  God,  and 
the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  be  with 
you  all. — Amen. 


